
Places, as tourism destinations, are highly complex and multi-faceted. Given the centrality of
places in the tourist experience, a deeper understanding of the complexity of external and
internal pressures, challenges and opportunities that places are increasingly faced with is
worth exploring. The standardization of places is one of the most recent and significant
manifestations of globalization. To this end, tourism, which is widely recognized for its
contributions to economic development, is also posing threats, creates problems and further
contributes to places’ unintended process of homogenization worldwide. Within this context, a
place’s heritage can stand as a potential source of differentiation and a powerful force for
generating tourism demand. This year’s conference calls for more research and dialogue
around the most relevant policies and management approaches needed to ameliorate
problems and sustain places’ distinctiveness and heritage without sacrificing their economic
development.

Bearing all place related themes and issues in mind, this conference aims to add to the debate
around the heritage, sustainability and economics of places as tourism destinations by
stimulating discussion and exchange of ideas between tourism professionals, academics,
researchers, policy-makers, consultants, practitioners, government officials and postgraduate
students from all tourism-related fields.
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For registration or any further enquiries, please contact the conference secretariat at: icot@iatour.net
or visit the conference webpage: http://www.iatour.net/icot2017

ABSTRACTS SUBMISSION

Abstracts are invited for concurrent sessions and poster presentations. The abstract will be used by reviewers as the
basis for acceptance of the paper or poster for presentation. Thus the abstract should clearly communicate the
objective of the work, the results and their significance, and the advancements over previous work.Abstracts may only

be submitted online at: .http://iatour.net/icot2017/icot2017-submissions/
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